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West Haddon Primary School
Starting school is an exciting time for both children and their families. It is the start of a new chapter in your child’s life where they will develop existing skills and acquire new ones across all areas of learning. 

Before your child begins school, try not to pass on any anxieties about this new experience. Make an effort to talk positively to your child about how exciting it will be to meet other children, to be able to play on playground equipment and to be learning new things at school. However, do allow your child to tell you of any of their fears. You could 'rehearse' going to school with puppets or favourite toys, or look at books together.
Most of the information you will need to know about school is contained within our comprehensive school prospectus, however, included below is some additional information you may find useful.
Some super books which address starting school are:

My School West Haddon Primary School – given to all new parents
Lucy and Tom Go to School (Picture Puffin S.)  Shirley Hughes
Billy and the Big New School (Orchard Picturebooks) Laurence Anholt, Catherine Anholt (Illustrator) 

Going to School (Usborne First Experiences S.); A. Civardi, Stephen Cartwright (Illustrator) 

No Worries!; Marcia Williams (Illustrator) 

Topsy and Tim Start School (Topsy & Tim Storybooks); Jean Adamson, Gareth Adamson 

Starting School (Picture Puffin S.)  Allan Ahlberg (Illustrator), Janet Ahlberg (Illustrator)
How can I help my child before they start school?

Bring your child to see the actual school building as much as possible, get them used to the route and maybe come some afternoons to see the children coming out.

Additionally, get your child used to the idea of sitting down and doing something for short periods of around ten minutes (e.g. painting or drawing). This helps children cope with school and understand the routine behaviour within the school timetable. 

During the weeks before they start school attempt to establish a regular routine in the mornings to make sure they will get to school on time. Get up in the morning with plenty of time for your child to get ready.  It may be worthwhile trying to help your child become more independent in the months before starting school. Gradually encourage them to put their clothes on themselves and to put their coats on when going out. 
Also, try to keep the routine predictable so it is much the same from one day to the next. Perhaps you could introduce the idea of 'It's time for...', such as time for a meal, time for hand-washing, time for going to the toilet. This helps establish that you do certain things at certain times of the day. Teach your child to go to the toilet and wash their hands independently. 
For the first couple of weeks, remember that when your child comes home from school they are likely to be very tired. Allow them to relax, show an interest in what they have done but do not pressure them if they want to share the experiences at a later date.
The Countdown

If your child is in holiday routine - staying up late and rising late - then a couple of weeks before term begins change their schedule. Gradually bring their bedtime back to a time suitable for school nights and introduce more regular eating habits with meals at set times. Involve your child in getting ready for their first day. The evening before term starts you and your child can work together to lay out their uniform, bag and snacks. 
The First Morning

The playground will be open from 8.45am your child should then come straight into their classroom where they will be greeted by their teachers. The Reception Team will ensure that your child knows where to hang their coat and put their book bags.  Most children are excited and playful, but if your child is a little anxious, keep as calm and matter of fact as possible - say when you will see them, e.g. after lunch or the end of the day.  Children who are distressed at separation usually settle very quickly. Take your cue from the teacher about when to leave and if you need reassurance that your child has settled then please phone the school later. 
When your child starts school

Following some Stay and Play sessions, your child will be starting school full time.  If you feel a more gradual introduction to school is required, please speak to a member of the Reception Team.  Lunch time, if your child is going to have a packed lunch then we recommend a ‘cool box’ type lunch box that is clearly named. The lunches should be simple, healthy and easy to eat. Fizzy drinks and glass bottles are not allowed and if your child has a flask please check for leaks. We do offer the opportunity to order a free hot meal which is provided by a company called Kingswood. If you would like your child to have a hot meal then you will need to go on to the Kingswood website and order them at least a week in advance. Your child should also bring a healthy snack to have at playtime, but no sweets please. We are members of the ‘Free Fruit’ for schools scheme and the children are provided with a piece of fruit during their break time. Children should bring in their own water bottle clearly named, which they can drink from at any time during the day.  
The end of the day

At the end of the day, could you please wait on the playground where your child will be brought out to you by one of the Reception Team. Please collect your child promptly because this can cause distress, especially in the early days. If you are delayed for any reason please phone school and let us know. Also, please inform school if someone other than yourself is picking up your child. We do not allow the children to go home with somebody we do not know. Your child will probably be tired and hungry so a healthy snack and some quiet time will be just what they need after school.
Absences/Lates

Absences are always recorded in the class register. If your child is to be absent from school for any reason please inform school at the earliest opportunity. Messages can be left on the answer phone.
We do not authorise holidays during term time. If you need to take your child out of school during term time, then a letter needs to be written to the Head teacher.
Similarly, late arrivals will be marked in the register. This occurs if the child is not present when the register is taken. The register is a legal document and is reported on at the end of the year.
Illnesses
Please do not send your child to school if they are unwell. A sick child will not learn, and often becomes distressed at school. Please notify us if your child has an illness which could be infectious as early as possible. If they have had diarrhoea and /or sickness then please keep your child off school for 48 hours after their last bout of sickness.
Should your child become ill during the school day, we will contact you first at home, then on your mobile and then at work. It is important that we have the telephone numbers of a least two other people that can get to school quickly. Please inform us of any changes to contact details as soon as possible.

Medicines

No medicines are allowed in lunch boxes or book bags for obvious reasons. We are allowed to give medicine to children.  You will need to go to the school office to complete medical consent forms if you would like us to administer medicine to your child.
If your child is allergic to anything or needs medication for a condition such as asthma, please let us know at the earliest opportunity.
Uniform

Our uniform is listed in the prospectus and is very practical. It would be easier for your child to have sensible Velcro shoes unless they know how to do buckles or laces.
PE kits – children need an indoor and outdoor PE kit. Indoor PE kits consist of T-shirt in their Team Colour and black shorts. Outdoor PE kits consist of T-shirt (Team Colour), long tracksuit bottoms and jumper plus socks and trainers.

Please ensure that trainers actually fit and check them regularly, your child’s feet grow quite quickly. It is not acceptable for children to wear jewellery for PE and all property should be named. 
Our Partnership

Teachers and parents working together in partnership will give your child the best possible start and make their first experience of school both simulating and fun. Your interest in school is vital. You will be invited to community and class assemblies, parents evening and a whole host of other events. It is important to show your child that you are interested; this affects their attitude and rewards learning immensely.
Once your child has settled in at school, we always welcome parental help in the classroom. It helps us to offer a richer curriculum and provides you with first hand knowledge of your child’s experiences and our expectations.
If you feel there is something you wish to know or something you wish to tell the school you should ask to see your child’s teacher or head teacher.  We are very experienced in dealing with matters which may worry you, whether to do with the curriculum or with anything else. We will always want to discuss any matter that concerns or interests you.
Helping with the Curriculum
You can help your child with the academic side of school life by providing simple activities and experiences at home such as:

· Talking to your child – e.g. discuss arrangements for shopping or other trips, watch and discuss suitable children’s television programmes together, etc.

· Play games together to encourage counting, recognition of colours and shapes

· Help your child to realise how numbers occur in real life, not just by doing
sums but in everyday activities such as setting the table, counting cars, reading numbers on packets, etc.
How can I help my child learn every day?
Young children are learning about life, their family and their home, all the time. [image: image7]They are curious about everything and full of questions and ideas. You can see how they explore and learn by just watching them play.  There is a lot you can do to make this curiosity turn into the kind of learning which will help your child when they start school.  Research has shown that when a parent helps their child to learn and understand through everyday life in the home, that child will get the most out of school.  Lots of the things you do probably automatically help with this learning process - the following are just a few examples.

Singing together

Rhymes help children to see how letters and sounds have a pattern. 

The repetition of words in songs – whether pop songs or traditional nursery rhymes – helps your child to remember and explore new words as well as building listening skills.
Reading together

Children from a very early age love words and languages.  There are many first books which you can use to share with your child.  Reading aloud from an early age will not only be enjoyed by your child, you too will appreciate this quiet time together.  Try and get your child to choose a book. Don’t worry if your child wants to hear the same story over and over – it’s a way for them to recognise words and to think about reading and learning.

Early reading

At the beginning of school, your child will bring home a choosing book from the class library to share with you. Once we have established your child’s reading capabilities they will be given phonic books from our school scheme. 

Every child will learn at their own pace. But by;
· pointing at words when you are reading together, 

· making the sounds of the letters that make up that word; and 

· turning the whole thing into a game, 

You will be helping your child to get involved in reading. You can ask them if they remember a word in a story book and praise them if they get it right.  Making the experience fun is a great way to engage your child.
Making up stories

Encourage your child to make up stories about a favourite toy, pet or family member.  This will help them to understand the power of words and encourage reading. Try to link drawing pictures to their story to make this even more creative.
Counting and numbers

Simple things like counting the stairs together as you go up to bed or counting the number of red cars you see on a journey, will contribute to your child’s understanding of numbers.  Sorting out things at home or doing early puzzles will also contribute to your child’s learning.

Playing games

Some of the games that you probably played when you were a child are as enjoyable as ever and an important way for your child to learn.  'I Spy' makes children learn about words starting with the same letter, and helps them notice things that are around them.  Playing word games and making a game out of pointing out new things in a shop or on holiday are all about your child’s learning development.
Are there any other ways to help my child at school?
You and your family are the first and most important teachers your child has.  We aim to build strong links between home and school so that you can be fully involved in your child’s education.
You can prepare for this by:

· Encouraging your child to look forward to going to school.
· Visiting the school together. 

· Getting your child used to spending some time away from you. 

· Telling the staff about any special interests your child has or any experiences your child has had.

You can be involved by:

· Working with staff to plan a learning programme for your child should they need one.
· Helping to record your child’s progress. 

· Following up activities with your child at home - talk about what they have been doing at school.

· Becoming a parent helper.
· Reading often with your child.
What curriculum will my child follow? The Foundation Stage
The Foundation Stage Guidance is the statutory document we use to teach and assess children in the Foundation Stage. Children are formally assessed against the Foundation Stage Profile.
The profile assesses development in:
Three Prime Areas
· Communication & Language 
· Personal, Social and Emotional Development  
· Physical Development 
    Four Specific Areas
· Mathematics
· Literacy 

· Understanding the World 

· Expressive Arts and Design 

Each learning area has Early Learning Goals. These set out the skills, understanding, knowledge and attitudes we hope children will reach or exceed by the end of Foundation Stage. The Goals also aim to make learning a fun and challenging experience, and specifically recognise the value of play.
Children will be at different stages of progress towards these Goals depending on their age and stage of development. Our staff understand this and take it into account when planning activities.  
Listed below are the statements of attainment that your child is expected to reach by the end of the Foundation Stage.
Communication and Language: Listening and Attention

ELG:  Listening, Attention and Understanding
Children at the expect level of development will:

· Listen attentively and respond to what they hear with relevant questions, comments and actions when being read to and during whole class discussions and small group interactions;

· Make comments about what they have heard and ask questions to clarify their understanding;

· Hold conversation when engaged in back-and-forth exchanges with their teacher and peers.

ELG:  Speaking
Children at the expected level of development will:

· Participate in small group, class and one-to-one discussions, offering their own ideas, using recently introduced vocabulary;

· Offer explanations for why things might happen, making use of recently introduced vocabulary from stories, non-fiction, rhymes and poems when appropriate;

· Express their ideas and feelings about their experiences using full sentences, including use of past, present and future tenses and making us of conjunctions, with modelling and support from their teacher.
Personal, Social and Emotional Development

ELG: Gross Motor Skills
Children at the expected level of development will:

· Negotiate space and obstacles safely, with consideration for themselves and others;
· Demonstrate strength, balance and co-ordination when playing;

· Move energetically, such as running, jumping, dancing, hopping, skipping and climbing.

ELG:  Fine Motor Skills
Children at the expected level of development will:

· Hold a pencil effectively in preparation for fluent writing – using the tripod grip in almost all cases;

· Use a range of small tools, including scissors, paint brushes and cutlery;

· Begin to show accuracy and care when drawing.

Literacy
ELG:  Comprehension
Children at the expected level of development will:

· Demonstrate understanding of what has been read to them by retelling stories and narratives using their own words and recently introduced volcabulary;

· Anticipate – where appropriate – key events in stories;

· Use and understand recently introduced vocabulary during discussions about stories, non-fiction, rhymes and poems and during role-play.

ELG:  Word Reading
Children at the expected level of development will:

· Say a sound for each letter in the alphabet and at least 10 digraphs;

· Read words consistent with the phonic knowledge by sound-blending;

· Read aloud simple sentences and books that are consistent with their phonic knowledge, including some common exception words.

ELG:  Writing
Children at the expected level of development will:

· Write recognisable letters, most of which are correctly formed;

· Spell words by identifying sounds in them and representing the sounds with a letter or letters;

· Write simple phrases and sentences that can be read by others.

Mathematics

ELG:  Number
Children at the expected level of development will:

· Have a deep understanding of number to 10, including the composition of each number;

· Subtise (recognise quantities without counting) up to 5;

· Automatically recall (without reference to rhymes, counting and other aids) number bonds up to 5 (including subtraction facts) and some number bonds to 10, including double facts.

ELG:  Numerical Patterns
Children at the expected level of development will:

· Verbally count beyond 20, recognising the pattern of the counting system;

· Compare quantities up to 10 in different contexts, recognising when one quantity is greater than, less than or the same as the other quantity;

· Explore and represent patters within numbers up to 10, including evens and odds, double facts and how quantities can be distributed equally.

Understanding the World

ELG:  Past and Present
Children at the expected level of development will:

· Talk about the lives of the people around them and their roles in society;

· Know some similarities and differences between things in the past and now, drawing on their experiences and what has been read in class;

· Understand the past through settings, characters and events encountered in books read in class and storytelling.

ELG:  People, Culture and Communities
Children at the expected level of development will:

· Describe their immediate environment using knowledge from observation, discussion, stories, non-fiction texts and maps;
· Know some similarities and differences between different religious and cultural communities in this country, drawing on their experiences and what has been read in class;

· Explain some similarities and differences between life in this country and life in other countries, drawing on knowledge from stories, non-fiction texts and – when appropriate – maps.

ELG:  The Natural World
Children at the expected level of development will:

· Explore the natural world around them, making observations and drawing pictures of animals and plants;

· Know some similarities and differences between the natural world around them and contrasting environments, drawing on their experiences and what has been read in class;

· Understand some important processes and changes in the natural world around them, including the seasons and changing states of matter.
Expressive Arts and Design

ELG:  Creating with Materials
Children at the expected level of development will:

· Safely use and explore a variety of materials, tools and techniques, experimenting with colour, design, texture, form and function;
· Share their creations, explaining the process they have used;

· Make use of props and materials when role playing characters in narratives and stories.

ELG:  Being Imaginative and Expressive
Children at the expected level of development will:

· Invent, adapt and recount narratives and stories with peers and their teacher;
· Sing a range of well-known nursery rhymes and songs;

· Perform songs, rhymes, poems and stories with others, and – when appropriate – try to move in time with music.
Your Child’s Day
· Arrive at school and go to the classroom from 8.45am
· Enter the classroom and put their coat, lunch and book bag away
· They will put their name card on the board
· Participate in morning activities
· Register is taken at 8.55am
· They will sit together on the carpet and answer their names in the register
· They will have various lessons throughout the day to advance their:
· Personal, Social and Emotional Development  

· Communication and Language Development
· Physical Development 
· Literacy 

· Mathematics
· Understanding the World 

· Expressive arts and design
· They will take part in daily collective worship
· Morning break time is when the children go out onto the playground and play with the other children.  They should bring a snack in their book bag to have at this time or they can have a piece of school fruit.
· Lunchtime.  Your child will go into the hall and sit at a table to eat their lunch. Then they go out to play on the playground.
· Afternoon session - the children answer their names in the register again. We have a flexible break time in the afternoon.
· Children will participate in a variety of activities.
· 3:30pm is time to return home.
Please remember we are here to help.
Call us:                  01788  510318
Or email:              bursar@westhaddon.northants-ecl.gov.uk    
                            head@westhaddon.northants-ecl.gov.uk
Our school website:  www.westhaddon.northants.sch.uk
1

