West Haddon Endowed School C of E School

EYFS POLICY

‘Where Happiness Promotes Success’

OUR SCHOOL VISION

To ensure every child leaves our school with an outstanding
education and the values and character to live life in its fullness,
contributing positively to society.

Jesus said: | have come in order that you might have life-and life in
all its fullness. John 10:10

Our Mission Statement

We are proud of the Christian love and care which we extend to all
our children, staff, parents and the local community. Standards of
teaching and learning reflect our high expectations of achievement.
Christian values are at the core of our school family.
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Introduction

The Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) applies to the learning and development of all
children from birth to the end of the Reception Year. At West Haddon Primary School, we
offer places for children from the age of 2 in our nursery through to our reception class at the
aged of 4.

Learning for children is a rewarding and enjoyable experience in which they explore,
investigate, discover, create, practice, rehearse, repeat, revise and consolidate their
developing knowledge, skills, understanding and attitudes. During the Foundation Stage,
many of these aspects of learning are brought together effectively through playing and
discussions.

Intent

At West Haddon Primary School, we aim to provide the highest quality care and education
for all our children ensuring they have a strong foundation for their future learning. We create
a safe and happy environment with motivating and enjoyable learning experiences that
enable children to become confident and independent learners. We value the individual child
and work alongside parents and carers to help every child reach their full potential.

As outlined in the ‘Statutory Framework for Early Years Foundation Stage’:

‘Every child deserves the best possible start in life and the support that enables them to
fulfil their potential. Children develop quickly in the early years and a child's experiences
between birth and age five have a major impact on their future life chances.’

Statutory Framework of EYFS
We adhere to the ‘Statutory Framework of the EYFS’ and the four guiding principles that
shape practice within Early Years settings:

e Everychildis a unique child, who is constantly learning and can be resilient, capable,
confident and self-assured;

e Children learn to be strong and independent through positive relationships;

e Children learn and develop well in enabling environments, in which their experiences
respond to their individual needs and there is a strong partnership between
practitioners and parents/ carers;

e Children develop and learn in different ways and at different rates.

As part of our practice we:
e Provide a balanced curriculum, based on the EYFS, across the seven curriculum
areas, using play as the vehicle for learning;
Promote equality of opportunity and anti-discriminatory practice.
We provide early intervention for those children who require additional support;
Work in partnership with parents and carers;
Plan challenging learning experiences through an overarching topic, as well as ‘in the
moment planning’ based on children’s ideas and interests. Carefully planned adult
activities informed by observation and assessment;
e Provide opportunities for children to engage in activities that are adult-initiated, child-
initiated and adult supported,;
e Provide a secure and safe learning environment indoors and outdoors;
e Provide first hand experiences and purposeful interactions.
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¢ We aim to make the child’s first experience of school happy, positive and fun;

e We aim to foster a love of learning and develop enquiring minds;

e We aim to instil the characteristics of effective learning;

e We aim to promote emotional wellbeing;

e We aim to build positive relationships and work in partnership with families, carers and
professionals to support every child to develop and learn.

Implementation

The EYFS curriculum is designed to support the key aspects of the school vison to ensure
that every child leaves our school with an outstanding education and to ensure children are
able to contribute positively to society. Thus ensuring our children develop the necessary
skills, knowledge and attributes to achieve fulfilling lives and become lifelong learners. The
early years are fundamental steeping stones for our children to begin their learning journey
towards achieving this vital purpose.

Our Early Year's team take into account the individual needs, interests, and stage of
development of each child in their care, and use this information to plan challenging and
enjoyable learning experiences which aims for all children to achieve the early learning goals
by the end of the EYFS. Staff plan activities and experiences for children that enable them to
develop and learn effectively across all seven areas of learning enabling them to achieve
their potential. Children who require further support are quickly identified and supportive
through varied approaches. Where a child may have a special educational need or disability,
staff consider whether specialist support is required, linking with relevant services from other
agencies, where appropriate.

All seven areas of learning and development are important and interconnected. Three areas
are particularly crucial for developing children's curiosity and enthusiasm for learning, and for
building their capacity to learn, form relationships and thrive, both in the EYFS and into Key
Stage 1.

These three areas are the prime areas:

e Communication and Language

e Physical Development

e Personal, Social and Emotional Development
Children are also supported through the four specific areas, through which the three prime
areas are strengthened and applied:

e Literacy

e Mathematics

¢ Understanding the World

e Expressive Arts and Design

Three characteristics of effective teaching and learning are:

1. Playing and exploring - children investigate and experience things, and ‘have a go'.

2. Active learning - children concentrate and keep on trying if they encounter difficulties.

3. Creating and thinking critically - children have and develop heir own ideas, make links
between ideas and develop strategies for doing things.
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Children are provided with a range of rich, meaningful first-hand experiences in which they
can explore, think creatively and be active. We aim to develop and foster positive attitudes
towards learning, confidence, communication and physical development.

We create plans based on a series of topics each of which offers experiences in all seven
areas of learning. At the beginning of each topic the children are encouraged to share their
ideas for learning experiences with us. These ideas are then used to inform our short-term
weekly planning, alongside our observations which identify areas to focus on.

We always remain flexible to allow for unplanned circumstances and children’s responses.
Our planning is continually evaluated by all staff to ensure that children’s individual ‘Next
Steps in Learning’ and personalised learning needs are met.

Children will engage in whole group and small group activities alongside their independent
learning. There are also allocated times for whole class daily ‘carpet learning sessions’.

The curriculum is delivered using a play-based approach as outlined by the EYFS framework:
‘Each area of learning and development must be implemented through planned, purposeful
play and through a mix of adult-led and child-initiated activities’.

We plan a balance between children having time and space to engage in their own child-
initiated activities and those which are planned by adults. During children’s play, the adults in
class interact when appropriate to stretch and challenge them further.

In planning and guiding children's activities, we reflect as practitioners on the different ways
that children learn and build these into our practice. We create a stimulating learning
environment to encourage children to free-flow between inside and outdoors as far as
possible.

Impact
e The majority of children in Reception reach the ELG by the end of Summer term;
e Children develop characteristics of effective learning which they build on through the
rest of their school journey;
e Children enjoy being independent learners;
e Children develop the ability to manage risk;
e Everyone is included.

Play In The EYFS

We highly value play and learning it brings in itself. Anyone who has observed play for any
length of time will recognise that, for young children, play is a tool for learning.

Through play children explore and develop learning experiences, which help them to make
sense of the world. They practise and build up ideas, learn how to control themselves and
understand the need for rules thereby developing emotional resilience and self-regulation.
Children have the opportunity to think they creatively and problem solve alongside others.
They express fears or relive anxious experiences in controlled and safe situations as well as
re-enact positive experiences building self-awareness and self-esteem.

Assessment

Ongoing assessment is an integral part of the learning and development processes. Staff
observe pupils to identify their level of achievement, interests and learning styles. These
observations are used to shape future planning and support development. Staff also take into
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account observations shared by parents and/or carers. In Nursery practitioners use
‘Tapestry’ to upload observations.
When a child is aged between 2 and 3, staff review their progress and provide parents and/or
carers with a written summary of the child’s development. This ‘progress check’ highlights
the areas in which a child is progressing well and the areas in which additional support is
needed. The progress checks are used in conjunction with the health visitor's assessment.
Within the first 6 weeks that a child starts reception, staff will administer the Reception
Baseline Assessment (RBA).
At the end of the EYFS, staff complete the EYFS profile for each child. Pupils are assessed
against the 17 early learning goals, indicating whether they are:

e Meeting expected levels of development

¢ Not yet reaching expected levels (‘emerging’)
The profile reflects ongoing observations, and discussions with parents and/or carers. The
results of the profile are shared with parents and/or carers for their child.
The profile is moderated internally and in partnership with other local schools, to ensure
consistent assessment judgements.
This profile data is the statutory data that is sent to the Local Authority and used to help
school benchmark and identify improvements.

Safety including safequarding and welfare requirements
The safety and welfare of our children is paramount at West Haddon Primary School. We
have robust policies and procedures in place to ensure their safety.
We provide a safe and secure environment and provide a curriculum which teaches children
how to take risks, follow rules and stay safe. We comply with the welfare requirements set
out in the Statutory Framework for Early Years Foundation Stage and understand that we
must:

e Promote the welfare of all children;
Promote good health;
Manage behaviour effectively and appropriately;
Ensure all adults working with children are suitable to do so;
Ensure that the environment is safe and all equipment and furniture is fit for purpose;
Ensure all children have a challenging and enjoyable learning experience.
We promote the good health of the children in our care in numerous ways, including the
provision of nutritious fruit snacks, access to water throughout the day, allocating significant
time for physical development and following set procedures when children become ill or have
an accident.
Staff and visitors are prohibited from using their mobile phones in our classrooms, only the
class iPads are used to photograph children (for Tapestry observations and assessment
purposes) and children must be appropriately dressed in photographs.
There are robust systems in place to ensure that all practitioners who have regular contact
with children are suitable for their role.
The EYFS staff hold the Paediatric First aid qualification, which is a statutory requirement of
the EYFS.
The Safeguarding Policy is in place to ensure the safety of all stakeholders at West Haddon
Primary School. Backing up this policy is a dedicated safeguarding team which includes a
Designated Safeguarding Lead and four deputies, two of whom are in EYFS team. Staff have
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access to the ‘CPOMS’ safeguarding system to log any concerns regarding any aspects of
safeguarding and behaviour. All staff are vigilant in reporting concerns.

Intimate Care

Intimate care is any care which involves washing, touching or carrying out an invasive
procedure that most children are to carry out themselves. However, depending on a child’s
age and stage of development, they need some support, for example nappy changing,
dressing, wiping their bottom after using the toilet and changing underwear following an
accident. Every child has the right to privacy, dignity and a professional approach from all
staff when meeting their needs and it is important that staff work in partnership with parents
to give the right support to an individual child. For further information, see our Intimate Care
policy.

Inclusion

We value all our children as individuals, irrespective of their ethnicity, culture, religion, home
language, background, ability or gender. We plan a curriculum that meet the needs of the
individual child and support them at their own pace so that most of our children achieve and
even exceed the Early Learning Goals.

We work closely with the parents/carers of our high achieving children to ensure that their
individual needs are met and their talents fostered. We ensure that these children are
challenged appropriately to reach their full potential.

We strongly believe that early identification of children with additional needs is crucial in
enabling us to give the child the support that they need and in doing so, work closely with
parents/carers and outside agencies. We have a designated full time Inclusion Leader in
school who supports us with any additional needs a child may have.

The role of parents/carers
We recognise the central importance of parents/carers as children’s first educators. We
believe they have a significant role to play in the lifelong education of their child. We strive to
create and maintain partnerships with parents/carers as we recognise that together, we can
have a significant impact on a child’s learning. We welcome and actively encourage parents
to participate in their child’s education and care in numerous ways.
« Holding information evenings before the children start school,
o Talking to them about their child’s interests and needs during our introductory sessions
in school
e« Being welcoming and approachable and having an open-door approach for
parents/carers to voice concerns/ask questions;
« Inviting them to a parent consultation in the Autumn and Spring Terms to discuss how
their child has settled, share progress and next steps for learning;
e Valuing parents’ contributions to learning journeys, Wow books and Tapestry
« Encouraging parents to read with their reception child at home and make comments
in their reading record books;
« Providing curriculum planning overviews for each topic, each term, highlighting how
they can support their child at home;
« Inviting parents into school for ‘parent phonics’ sessions to demonstrate how we teach
phonics and help them support their child;
e Welcoming parents as volunteers into our school;
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« Providing parents with an end of year summary report detailing achievements and their
child’s EYFS profile;

« We also draw on our links with the community to enrich children’s experiences by
taking them on outings and inviting members of the community into our setting to talk
about their lives, work and experiences.

Parents’ welcome packs supplied prior to admission confirms that they should supply the
following for their child: -

e Packed lunch (if not having school dinners) in a named lunchbox. Fizzy drinks and
glass bottles are not permitted

e A healthy snack for play time if they do not want the school snack provision.

e A clearly named water bottle

¢ Information about any medication or medical conditions including allergies for their
child. Medicines and inhalers cannot be kept in the child’s book bag. Emergency first
aid and treatment will be provided by trained staff as appropriate.

¢ A uniform list including PE kit. (reception children)

At the beginning of the year parents/carers are asked to give permission for their child to be
photographed/videoed during their time at school. We use these images in the classroom, in
displays, in children’s individual books and on the school website. (children who are looked
after or have not given permission will not have their image put on the website or any public
flyers)

Transitions

Transitions are carefully planned for and significant time is given to ensure continuity of
learning and care. At times of transition, we acknowledge the child’'s needs and establish
effective partnerships with those involved with the child and other settings. Children attend
a number of introductory sessions into nursery/reception class to develop familiarity with the
settings and practitioners. Our staff also liaise with other nurseries and preschools in return,
to familiarise themselves with the children. Our nursery/reception parents/carers are
encouraged to take up the offer of an initial meeting with the EYFS team. This is a valuable
time to talk 1:1 with them and answer any concerns/queries they may have relating to their
child.

At the end of the EYFS, our Reception teacher meets with the Year 1 teacher to liaise with
them and discuss the individual children and their specific needs. The children’s assessment
data are sent with them to Year 1 so that their new teacher is able to plan for their ‘next steps
in learning’ from the moment they enter their new class. Children spend a number of sessions
towards the end of the school year in the Year 1 classroom OR with the Year 1 teacher in
reception class to ensure that they are familiar and comfortable with their new teacher and
are ‘next year ready’.

Monitoring of the EYFS

We are committed to providing the best possible experiences for our children. The EYFS
Leader is responsible for monitoring provision, teaching and learning and children’s progress.
Information is shared with the Headteacher, SLT and EYFS team as appropriate and any
necessary actions are taken.

All adults in the EYFS team have a key role in children’s learning and development.
Therefore, they are required to be knowledgeable and skilled in the EYFS curriculum. Any
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training needs for existing or new members of staff are identified and addressed as part of
performance management targets.
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Appendices:

The Early Learning Goal Descriptors

Communication and Language

ELG: Listening, Attention and Understanding

- Listen attentively and respond to what they hear with relevant questions, comments and
actions when being read to and during whole class discussions and small group
interactions.

- Make comments about what they have heard and ask questions to clarify their
understanding.

- Hold conversation when engaged in back-and-forth exchanges with their teacher and
peers.

ELG: Speaking

- Participate in small group, class and one-to-one discussions, offering their own ideas,
using recently introduced vocabulary.

- Offer explanations for why things might happen, making use of recently introduced
vocabulary from stories, non-fiction, rhymes, and poems when appropriate.

-Express their ideas and feelings about their experiences using full sentences, including
use of past, present and future tenses and making use of conjunctions, with modelling and
support from their teacher.

Personal, Social and Emotional Development

ELG: Self-Regulation

- Show an understanding of their own feelings and those of others and begin to regulate
their behaviour accordingly.

- Set and work towards simple goals, being able to wait for what they want and control
their immediate impulses when appropriate.

- Give focused attention to what the teacher says, responding appropriately even when
engaged in activity, and show an ability to follow instructions involving several ideas or
actions.

ELG: Managing Self

- Be confident to try new activities and show independence, resilience, and perseverance
in the face of challenge.

- Explain the reasons for rules, know right from wrong and try to behave accordingly.

- Manage their own basic hygiene and personal needs, including dressing, going to the
toilet, and understanding the importance of healthy food choices.

ELG: Building Relationships

- Work and play cooperatively and take turns with others.

- Form positive attachments to adults and friendships with peers.

- Show sensitivity to their own and to others’ needs.

Physical Development

ELG: Gross Motor Skills

- Negotiate space and obstacles safely, with consideration for themselves and others.

- Demonstrate strength, balance and coordination when playing; Move energetically, such
as running, jumping, dancing, hopping, skipping, and climbing.
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ELG: Fine Motor Skills

Children at the expected level of development will:

- Hold a pencil effectively in preparation for fluent writing — using the tripod grip in almost
all cases.

- Use a range of small tools, including scissors, paint brushes and cutlery.

- Begin to show accuracy and care when drawing.

Literacy

ELG: Comprehension

- Demonstrate understanding of what has been read to them by retelling stories and
narratives using their own words and recently introduced vocabulary.

- Anticipate — where appropriate — key events in stories.

- Use and understand recently introduced vocabulary during discussions about stories,
non-fiction, rhymes, and poems and during role-play.

ELG: Word Reading

- Say a sound for each letter in the alphabet and at least 10 digraphs.

- Read words consistent with their phonic knowledge by sound-blending.

- Read aloud simple sentences and books that are consistent with their phonic knowledge,
including some common exception words.

ELG: Writing

- Write recognisable letters, most of which are correctly formed.

- Spell words by identifying sounds in them and representing the sounds with a letter or
letters.

- Write simple phrases and sentences that can be read by others.

Mathematics

ELG: Number

- Have a deep understanding of number to 10, including the composition of each number.
- Subitise (recognise quantities without counting) up to 5.

- Automatically recall (without reference to rhymes, counting or other aids) number bonds
up to 5 (including subtraction facts) and some number bonds to 10, including double facts.
ELG: Numerical Patterns

- Verbally count beyond 20, recognising the pattern of the counting system.

- Compare quantities up to 10 in different contexts, recognising when one quantity is
greater than, less than or the same as the other quantity.

- Explore and represent patterns within numbers up to 10, including evens and odds,
double facts and how quantities can be distributed equally.

Understanding the World

ELG: Past and Present

- Talk about the lives of the people around them and their roles in society.

- Know some similarities and differences between things in the past and now, drawing on
their experiences and what has been read in class.

- Understand the past through settings, characters and events encountered in books read
in class and storytelling.

ELG: People, Culture and Communities
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- Describe their immediate environment using knowledge from observation, discussion,
stories, non-fiction texts and maps.

- Know some similarities and differences between different religious and cultural
communities in this country, drawing on their experiences and what has been read in
class.

- Explain some similarities and differences between life in this country and life in other
countries, drawing on knowledge from stories, non-fiction texts and —when appropriate —
maps.

ELG: The Natural World

- Explore the natural world around them, making observations and drawing pictures of
animals and plants.

- Know some similarities and differences between the natural world around them and
contrasting environments, drawing on their experiences and what has been read in class.
- Understand some important processes and changes in the natural world around them,
including the seasons and changing states of matter.

Expressive Arts and Design

ELG: Creating with Materials

- Safely use and explore a variety of materials, tools, and techniques, experimenting with
colour, design, texture, form and function.

- Share their creations, explaining the process they have used.

- Make use of props and materials when role playing characters in narratives and stories.
ELG: Being Imaginative and Expressive

- Invent, adapt, and recount narratives and stories with peers and their teacher.

- Sing a range of well-known nursery rhymes and songs; Perform songs, rhymes, poems,
and stories with others, and — when appropriate — try to move in time with music.
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